
Sweeps and one photographer are 
needed for each of the following 
programs. Details and sign up are in 
Track-it-Forward.

Strolling Science Seminar
• Oct. 3 - Bug Watch - CMT
• Oct. 25 - Fall Blooms - CDT
• Nov 8 - Bobcats/Panthers - CMT
• Dec. 5 - Watershed Quality - CMT
• Dec.14 - Geocaching - FPS
• Jan. 18 - Medicinal Plants - FPS
• Feb. 7 - Invasive Plants - FPS
• Mar. 21 - Reptile/Amphibians - CMT
• Apr. 11 - Martin nest check - FPS
• Apr. 18 - Spring Blooms - CMT

Strolling Science for Kids
• Jan. 11 - Frogs - CDT
• Feb. 20 - Life in a Log - FPS
• Mar. 7 - Herpetology - FPS

Special Hikes
• Oct. 1 - Wet Walk beginner - FPS
• Oct. 8 - Wet Walk advanced - FPS
• Nov 5 - Audubon Birding - BRS
* Jan. 3 - Hike the Loop - BRS
• Jan. 8 - Audubon Birding - FPS
* Feb. 7 - Hike the Loop - BRS
• Mar. 11 - Audubon Birding - CMT

A leader, sweeps and a photographer
are needed for each of the following 
guided walks. Please sign up in TiF.
• CDT: 1st Wednesdays, Nov.-Apr.
• FPS:   2nd Wednesdays, Nov.-Apr.
• CMT: 3rd Wednesdays, Nov.-Apr.
• BRS:  2nd Saturdays, Nov.-Dec.

One photographer is needed for each of 
the following bird walks. Sign up in TiF.
• Nov. 17 - Bird walk - FPS
• Dec. 15 - Bird walk - CMT
• Jan. 19 - Bird walk - FPS
* Feb. 16 - Bird walk - BRS
• Mar. 16 - Bird walk - CMT
• Apr. 20 - Bird walk - FPS

Assistance is needed at each of the 
following activities. Details and sign 
up are in Track-it-Forward.
• 2nd Fridays, Oct.-Apr., Bioblitz
• Fri., Nov. 7: Golf Tournament
• Wed., Nov.19: Willow control, CMT

* BRS will close in late winter for 
boardwalk replacement, so programs 
in red may change or be cancelled.

Trail Work Tuesday volunteers keep it orderly

Volunteers needed for 2025-26 programs
NOTEPAD

Volunteer training
CPR/First Aid: Free 

instruction for volunteers is 
offered on Tuesday, October 14, at 
the Bonita Springs Fire Station on 
Bonita Grande Blvd. from 9 AM to 
1 PM. Register in TiF.

Leader/sweep: Learn about 
the flora, fauna, and history of the 
trails on the following dates. 
Register in Track-it-Forward.
• Oct. 9 - Bird Rookery Swamp
• Nov. 13 - Flint Pen Strand
• Dec. 4 - CREW Marsh Trails
• Dec. 11 - Cypress Dome

Appreciation social
 Volunteers are invited to their 
appreciation social from 6-8 PM
on Friday, October 10, at Riptide 
Brewing in Bonita Springs.
 Be among the first to sample a 
new CREW brew, and get some 
CREW swag too. Register in TiF.

Hunting dates
 Hunting by permit in FPS 
north of Harrell and in CDT is on 
the following dates. Please be 
aware and exercise caution.
• Nov. 22-30   general gun
• Dec. 6-Jan. 4   small game
• Feb. 28-Mar. 1   youth turkey
• Mar. 7-15   spring turkey 

BRS parking lot
 Work should begin in October 
to enlarge the parking lot and 
install new concrete vault toilets. 
Expect construction activity and 
parking inconveniences during  
the work period. 

Free guided birding
 The Audubon of Southwest 
Florida birding hikes in the 
calendar are free and open to the 
public. Volunteers are needed to 
sweep or can also attend as 
interested birders.

Claire Turner is a senior at 
Florida Gulf Coast University 
majoring in Art 
with a minor in 
Environmental 
E d u c a t i o n . 
With her love 
of art and the 
environment, 
Claire seeks to 
find ways to 
combine those 
in her endea-
vors

As the 
Communications Intern, Claire will 
assist with social media and outreach 
materials.

Ian Maxwell is a graduate of 
Florida Gulf Coast University with a 

degree in 
Environmental 
Studies and a 
concentration in 
Ecology and 
Environmental 
Assessment. In 
the future, Ian 
hopes to work 
in either an 
animal or 
research related 
profession.

As the Environmental Education 
Intern, Ian will assist with field trips 
and programs.

Interns to assist communications, education
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Regular tasks include mowing and 
weed whacking the trails, cleaning 
benches, putting up signs and trail 

markers, and picking up trash along 
the way. Sign up in TiF or contact 
Robin for more information



 As the rainy season gets serious, 
moist soil and the damp fallen trees 
offer ideal conditions for 
fungi to grow and 
prosper. Although most 
fungi seen along the 
trails are growing on 
wood where they will be 
above the wet season 
water levels, some do 
grow in soil in drier 
areas.
 Mushrooms and 
other fungi do resemble 
plants in many ways, so 
much so that scientists long classified 
fungi as plants, but they know better 
now. Where it truly counts, fungi 
differ from plants significantly. A 
major difference lies in how they eat. 
Plants are characterized by their 
ability to make their own food, using 

chlorophyll, sunlight, water, and 
carbon dioxide. Fungi cannot make 

their own food. They 
have to consume other 
living or previously 
living organisms.
 Fungi aren’t animals 
either although some 
scientists consider them 
more akin to animals than 
to plants. A major 
defining difference 
between fungi and 
animals is that while 
fungi do indeed have to 

consume other material, they don’t 
have stomachs like animals. Fungi 
have special cells that allow them to 
absorb their food.
 So are fungi plants or are they 
animals? The answer is, “NO.” They 
are in their own unique kingdom.

 Symbiosis is two different things 
living as one. The three types are 
• mutualism: both benefit
• commensalism: one benefits, no 
 effect on the other
• parasitism: one benefits, one suffers

 The three types of lichens are 
classified by their form.  
• Crustose: a paint-like layer (smooth)
• Foliose: leaf-like structure (flakey)
• Fruticose: shrubby or branched 
 (Old Man’s Beard lichen).

 Almost all are crustose lichens.
 Most lichens are shades of gray, 
green, or sometimes orange.
 An exception 
is the Bubble Gum 
lichen, also called 
Baton Rouge 
lichen, which is the 
most colorful with 
its unusual pink to 
bright red color. 
The reproductive 
bodies give it the 
pink to red color.
 Lichens are very sensitive to air 
pollution and are a good indicator of 
air quality. Where lichens thrive, the 
air quality is excellent.
 Lichens are often referred to as a 
symbiosis of an alga and a fungus, an 
example of mutualism (see the defi-
nitions below).
 The alga makes nutrients with 
sunlight (photosynthesis) which a 
fungus cannot do. The fungus 

provides the alga with a steady water 
supply, protection from excess light, 
and a chance to live in habitats such a 

tree trunks where it 
could not survive 
on its own. They 
have coevolved so 
that neither can 
survive alone.
 The fungus 
gets the most from 
the partnership. 
Basically, lichens 
are fungi that have 

domesticated algae and are practicing 
agriculture.
 The fungi feed on the algae that 
they have enticed or trapped into 
collaboration. They suck nutrients 
from the algae cells, sometimes killing 
them. It is only because alga cells 
reproduce faster than they are 
consumed that a lichen can exist at all. 
Otherwise, the lichen would eat itself 
alive.

Staying connected

     First aid tip

People
 Bob Lucius
  831-236-5518
  rlucius@crewtrust.org
 Piper Jones
  239-229-1088
  education@crewtrust.org
 Robin Serne
  919-649-7158
  robin@crewtrust.org
 Trish Schranck
  239-657-2253
  ee@crewtrust.org
Web sites
 www.crewtrust.org
 www.trackitforward.com 
       (hours & events)

The Buzzard Bulletin contains notes 
and information for CREW volunteers 
and is emailed six times a year 
(September, November, January, 
March, May, July). Dick Brewer, editor.

In case a visitor asks…

In case a visitor asks…

What are the bright paint-like patches on trees?

Are fungi considered to be plants or animals?

Definitions

 Take the following steps to 
remove a splinter.

Preparation: Wash hands and the 
area around the splinter with soap and 
water to avoid infection. Sterilize the 
tweezers, or needle if needed, with 
rubbing alcohol or boiling water.

Removal: If part of the splinter is 
protruding from the skin, use a pair of 
tweezers, grab the protruding end of 
the splinter, and gently pull it out 
toward the direction that it entered.
 If the splinter is fully embedded in 
the skin but not deeply, use a small 
needle cleaned in alcohol to remove it. 
Clean the skin with an antiseptic such 
as alcohol. Use the needle to gently lift 
the edge of the splinter and then 
remove it fully with the tweezers.
 Use a magnifying glass if needed.

Afterwards: Clean the area again 
with soap and water. Apply a thin 
layer of antibiotic ointment and then a 
bandage to protect the area.

Help: If the splinter can’t be 
removed, or if part of it breaks off and 
is still under the skin, or if it is near the 
eye, get medical help. A doctor or 
nurse can safely remove it. 
 If the area later becomes infected 
(redness, swelling, pus), see a doctor 
as soon as possible.

Removing splinters
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SAFETY ON THE TRAILS
Biting flies (2021-Aug)
Fire Ants (2020-Apr)
Heat exhaustion (2024-Aug)
Heat & dehydration (2020-Jun)
Heat index (2021-Jun)
Heat related illnesses (2022-Jun)
How to cool down fast (2023-Aug)
Lightning (2019-Jun, 2025-Jun)
Poison Ivy (2019-Oct, 2025-Jun)
Stinging caterpillars (2021-Aug)
Sunscreens (2020-Aug)

INFORMATION TO ANSWER VISITOR QUESTIONS
Amphibians

Identifying frog, toad & treefrog calls (2024-Apr)
Birds

Barred Owl & Great Horned Owl (2020-Feb)
Birds and hurricanes (2024-Aug)
Bluebirds aren’t blue (2025-Aug)
CREW’s four falcons (2023-Dec)
General bird trivia (2020-Feb, 2025-Apr)
Why are some white birds’ wings & tails black? (2025-Apr)
When do birds sleep? (2025-Jun)
CREW’s summer warblers (2025-Jun)

General
Dry-downs & wildlife (2019-Dec)
Grassland importance (2019-Apr)
How long can a __?__ stay under water? (2024-Oct)
Hunting on CREW lands (2020-Dec)

Habitat
Glossary of wetland terms (2022-Oct)
Wet prairie vs. marsh (2022-Oct)

Insects
Pine bark beetles (2021-Jun)

Mammals
River Otters (2019-Aug)

Myth busted
Praying Mantis mating (2025-Feb)
Handling baby birds (2025-Apr)

Plants
Coastal Plain Willow (2021-Apr)
Cypress knees (2025-Jun)
Holes in Alligator Flag leaves (2024-Aug)
Monoecious vs. dioecious (2025-Feb)
Natural plant succession (2021-Dec)
Plant galls: cypress-oak-bay-poison ivy (2021-Oct)
Pollen, especially pines (2021-Apr)
Things with thorns: Hog Plum & Smilax (2022-Apr)

Reptiles
Alligator questions (2019-Apr)
Do alligators and turtles shed skin? (2025-Aug)
Why do anoles eat shedded skin? (2025-Aug)
Are snakes territorial? (2024-Jun)
Gender can be temperature reliant (2025-Aug)
Identifying pond turtles (2025-Feb)
Identifying three common pond turtles (2024-Feb)
Why do basking turtles stretch their legs? (2025-Aug)

Spiders
Zipper web weavers (2021-Apr)
How can spiders walk on water? (2025-Aug)

QUICK ID TIPS
Amphibians

Green Treefrog vs. Squirrel Treefrog (2021-Aug)
Southern Leopard Frog vs. Pig Frog (2024-Apr)

Birds
Anhinga vs. Double-crested Cormorant (2022-Dec)
Bald Eagle: How to age juveniles (2021-Feb)
CREW’s four falcons (2023-Dec)
Common Grackle vs. Boat-tailed Grackle (2024-Aug)
Dove vs. Pigeon (2024-Oct)
Dove: Mourning vs. Common Ground (2022-Dec)
Juvenile night herons (2020-Aug)
Little Blue Heron vs. Tricolored Heron (2024-Feb)
Short tailed Hawk…
 White phase vs. Osprey (2022-Dec)
 Dark phase vs. Black Vulture (2023-Feb)
Small white wading birds (2021-Apr)
Woodpeckers: Downy vs. Hairy (2020-Dec)
Woodpeckers: male vs. female (2022-Aug)

Butterflies
Monarch vs. Viceroy (2021-Oct)
Dark swallowtails (2023-Aug)

General
Holes in the ground: Ant Lion vs. Fire Ant (2020-Jun)
Scat (2023-Oct)
Snails: Florida Apple vs. Island Apple (2022-Oct)
Tracks (2022-Oct)

Mammals
Cottontail Rabbit vs. Marsh Rabbit (2022-Apr)

Plants
Scarlet Hibiscus vs. Marĳuana (2024-Jun)

Reptiles
Common black snakes (2020-Oct)
Large black snakes (2020-Apr & 2020-Oct)
Red-bellied Turtle vs. Peninsula Cooter (2021-Jun)

MISCELLANEOUS
Book review: Mirage (Florida water history ) (2021-Feb)
Lessons from an experienced trail guide (2020-Dec)
Tom Mortenson trail cam photos (2021-Oct)
Mosquitoes (2024-Jun)
New species on CREW lands (2023-Feb, Jun, Nov)
Trail gear (2018-Aug, Oct, Dec)
Volunteer jobs (2016-Oct-Dec, 2017-Feb-Oct)

Past newsletters are available at www.dickbrewer.org/CREWguides.html and scroll down


