Profile
Bullfrogs just croak, or so everyone thought until early settlers heard
large grunting frogs in Southern
swamps.
It was a big noise that some said
sounded like a pig and others likened
to an alligator. “Pig” frog won as the
common name for Rana grylio, an exclusively Southern bullfrog. The confusion still exists. Visitors on the boardwalk often mistake the calls of Pig Frog
for those of alligators and excitedly report hearing choruses of alligators in
the marsh and cypress forest.
The scientific name Rana grylio
reflects the common name: Rana from
the Latin rana for frog and grylio from
the Greek gryllos for pig.
Pig Frogs have three different calls.
The regular call sounds like the guttural
grunt of a pig; a second call sounds like
the single snapping of a really large,
stretched and taut rubber band; the final call, an alarm call, is a single
squeak. Female Pig Frogs are usually
silent, but when alarmed they too produce the low-pitched alarm call.
Breeding choruses usually erupt at
night when the majority of the mating
occurs. Rainy or humid overcast
weather seems to provide conditions
that make for the most active mating.
During their mating season, which
is typically late spring and summer
when the waters return, male Pig Frogs
grunt their presence and territory, which
sends a signal to any ripe and ready females in the neighborhood to come on
over for a little amplexus.
Amplexus, below, consists of a
male climbing on top of the female and
clasping her. In
response, she
lays a swarm of
up to 10,000
eggs in a floating
film of transparent jelly, which
he fertilizes.
Then they part,
and he resumes
his calling for
another mate.
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and the tadpoles begin a one-year deThat of the male is noticeably larger
velopmental sequence into frogs. The
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Pig Frogs are aquatic frogs, so they
In turn, they are
will be found in permanent open wafood for all wadters of ponds, streams, lakes, rivers,
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carnivores.
Bullfrogs. They are found in the entire
Young Pig
state of Florida and into southern and
Frogs are unicoastal South Carolina, Georgia, Alaformly dark but
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and exthey can sometreme eastern coastal Texas.
times be dark

Pig Frog

